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" Glory be to thee, 0 Father of the world! " the Divine
Vicar chanted.

" Glory/' the priests repeated.

" From thy inexhaustible loins all things blossom. Thy
Great Tails, which all fingers of all men cannot count,
encompass the Earth and the Sea, and curl upwards, up-
holding upon their tips the bowl of heaven. Thy voice is
the thunderclap which freezes the marrow of beasts. The
glint of thy teeth is the lightning which fells the trees of
the jungle. Live thou for ever, 0 Mighty One, that we may
live whom thou hast made in thine image ! "

" Live thou for ever, O Father of all Mankind!"

"Thine shall be the choicest flesh to devour. Thine the
ripe fruit and the cool water. Thine the spittle which is the
soul of the living, and the white worm which is the soul of
the dead."

" Live thou for ever ! "

"Withdraw not thy tails, 0 Mighty Growler, lest the
earth sink into the abyss like a rock. Break not the bars of
thy golden cage and forsake not thy temple, O Great Ape,
who penetrates the womb of the earth, and lo, all things are!"

" Live thou for ever 1 "

Tokoma beat the drum once more, and once more from the
depths came the roar of the Thousand Tailed One,

His eyes turned to my father, Kalarba said kindly:

" Mokuharu, your soul is no longer the spittle which rises
upward. Soon it will be the white worm, holy sacrifice to
Him of the Thousand Tails."

There was anger in his voice, it seemed to me, as he looked
at Tokoma.

" Mokuharu, may the Great Ape lead you to the Blessed
Grove of the Coco-nuts which has no beginning and no end.
May he grant to you the Sacred Tail and the Sacred
Limb which man lost upon earth because he disobeyed his
Maker! "